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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0577 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, ZA, RH 

SUB J : ZAMBIAN PRESS AIRS ALLEGATIONS 15 RHODESIAN 
REFUGEE CHILDREN SHOT IN CAMP OUTSIDE OF LUSAKA 

REF: LUSAKA 0409 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . REPORT OF ZAPU DENIALS OF ALLEGED ZANU CHARGES THAT 
15 RHODESIAN STUDENTS WERE SHOT IN CAMP OUTSIDE OF LUSAKA 
BY ZAPU COMMANDERS APPEARED IN MARCH 2 TIMES OF ZAMBIA. 

FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS QUOTING UNIDENTIFIED ZANU EXECUTIVE 
SOURCES ARE GIVEN AS THE BASIS FOR THE STORY. THESE 
SOURCES HAD REPORTED THAT 15 RHODESIAN STUDENTS WERE SHOT 
AT A CAMP OUTSIDE LUSAKA BY ZAPU COMMANDERS BECAUSE THEY 
REFUSED TO JOIN THE ZAPU ARMY AND WANTED TO JOIN FORCES 
WITH THE MUZOREWA GROUP. 
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2. PRO-NKOMO SOURCES REPORTEDLY DISMISSED THE REPORT OF 
THE KILLINGS AS A FABRICATION DESIGNED TO SPLIT THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT. NKOMO ANC PUBLICITY SECRETARY WILLIE 
MUSARARWA SAID THAT THERE WERE NO MUZOREWA SUPPORTTERS IN 
THE AREA FROM WHICH THE CHILDREN CAME AND IN ANY CASE HOW 
COULD THEY WANT TO JOIN NON-EXISTENT MUZOREWA FORCES. MUSARURWA 
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IS QUOTED AS SAYING, "THE WHOLE STORY IS A CREATION OF A 
DISEASED IMAGINATION." 

3. DR. GORDON CHAVUNDUKA, SECRETARY OF THE MUZOREWA ANC, 

IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE ALLEGED KILLINGS CAME AS "NO 
SURPRISE" TO HIS ORGANIZATION. 

4. ACCORDING TO THE RADIO. THE RHODESIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS HAS ASKED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR AN 
INVESTIGATION OF THE PRESS REPORTS AND REQUESTED REPATRIATION 
OF THE BODIES FOR BURIAL. END UNCLASSIFIED 

COMMENT: FROM WHAT THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN ABLE TO LEARN 
LOCALLY, IT APPEARS THAT THIS REPORT IS AN ELABORATION OF 
A BBC AFRICA REPORT BROADCAST ON FEBRUARY 24, FILED BY 
JOHN BORRELL IN LUSAKA, SAME DAY GEORGE SILUNDIKA OF 
NKOMO ANC HELD PRESS CONFERENCE IN LUSAKA DENYING THE 
ALLEGATIONS. STORY IS POSSIBLY BEING KEPT ALIVE LOCALLY 
BY TIM CHIDOGA, RECENTLY DISMISSED TIMES OF ZAMBIA CHIEF 
CORRESPONDENT, WHO IS ARDENT PRO-MUZOREWA SUPPORTER 
AND PATRIOTIC FRONT FOE. FOREIGN JOURNALIST RAISED THIS 
REPORT WITH GRZ HOME MINISTER AARON MILNER MARCH 1 WHO 
SAID HE HAD ASKED THAT THE REPORT BE LOOKED INTO, BUT 
DID NOT SEEM UNDULY CONCERNED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE 
ZANU CHARGES COME FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED ZANU EXECUTIVE 
SOURCE WHO IS CITED BY THE FOREIGN PRESS (PARA 1). WE 
HAVE NO IDEA WHO THESE SOURCES MIGHT BE OR IF THEY EXIST. 

IT WOULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF A NUMBER OF GROUPS TO MAKE 
SUCH AN ALLEGATION IN THE INTEREST OF CREATING FISSURES 
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WITHIN THE ZANU/ZAPU PATRIOTIC FRONT. HOWEVER, IF IN FACT 
A ZANU SPOKESMAN MADE THIS TYPE OF ALLEGATION, IT IS THE 
FIRST PUBLIC INDICATION OF DISSENSION WITHIN THE RANKS 
OF THE FRONT AND, THEREFORE, TAKES ON IMPORTANCE. WHATEVER 
LIES AT THE BASE OF THIS STORY, IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE 
SMITH REGIME WILL USE IT TO ITS ADVANTAGE TO DEEPEN THE 
ALREADY CONSIDERABLE DISTRUST AND DISLIKE WHICH MARKS THE 
ZIMBABWEAN NATIONALISTS FACTIONS RELATIONS WITH ONE ANOTHER. 
LOW 
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